
PERMANENT COMMISSION ON JUSTICE FOR FAMILIES - MEMBERS (Jan. 2025) 
 

CO-CHAIRS 

Name Role 

Hon. Anne-Marie Jolly  Administrative Judge, NYC Family Court 

Hon. Richard Rivera Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Court Matters 

Dawne Mitchell, Esq. Chief Attorney, Legal Aid Society Juvenile Rights Practice 

  

JUDICIAL MEMBERSHIP 

Name Role 

Magistrate Maritza C. Buitrago 
(quasi-judicial) 

Support Magistrate, Family Court, Monroe County 

Hon. Randal B. Caldwell Supervising Judge, Family Court, Oneida County 

Hon. Andrew Crecca District Administrative Judge, Suffolk County 

Hon. Karen M.C. Cortes Judge, Family Court, Bronx County 

Hon. Janette Cortes-Gomez Judge, Family Court, Bronx County 

Hon. Kathie E. Davidson Dean, NYS Judicial Institute 

Hon. Tandra Dawson 
Justice, Supreme Court, NY County, Integrated Domestic 
Violence Part 

Hon. Jacqueline Deane Judge, Family Court, Kings County 

Hon. Alicea Elloras-Ally Supervising Judge, Family Court, Queens County 

Hon. Carrie Garrow1 
Chief Judge, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal Court; Co-Chair, 
NYS-Federal Indian Nations/Tribal Justice Forum 

Hon. Deborah Haendiges 
Justice, Supreme Court, Erie County, Integrated Domestic 
Violence Part 

Hon. Dean Kusakabe Judge, Family Court, Queens County 

Hon. Caren Loguercio Supervising Judge, Family Court, Suffolk County 

Hon. Nisha Menon Judge, Family Court, Kings County 

Magistrate Susan Nasci (quasi-
judicial) 

Support Magistrate, Family Court, Onondaga County 

Hon. Fatimat O. Reid Judge, Family Court, Monroe County 

Hon. Edwina G. Richardson (ex 
officio member) 

Deputy Chief Administrative Judge, Office for Justice 
Initiatives 

Hon. Gayle P. Roberts 
Justice, Supreme Court, Criminal Term, Bronx County, 
Youth Part 

Hon. Audrey Stone Justice, Supreme Court, Criminal Term, Bronx County 

 

NON-JUDICIAL MEMBERSHIP 

Name Role 

Hon. Liberty Aldrich (ret.)  
Executive Director, The Children’s Law Center (Brooklyn, 
NY) 

                                                           
1 Awaiting response to invitation 



Dr. Steven Blatt, M.D. 

Professor of Pediatrics, Director of General Pediatric 
Division, Medical Director of Foster Care Services: 
ENHANCE, Director of Upstate Pediatric and Adolescent 
Center, Upstate University Hospital (Syracuse, NY) 

Jackie Boissonnault, L.M.S.W. Executive Director, NYS CASA Association, Inc. (Albany, NY) 

Sen. Jabari Brisport 

NYS Senator, 25th Senate District; Chair, Sen. Committee 
on Children and Families (Brooklyn, NY) 

Kenny Carter 

Founder and Executive Director, F.A.I.T.H. (Fathers Alive in 
the Hood) (Queens, NY) 

Eileen Choi, Esq. 

Senior Supervising Attorney, Brooklyn Defender Services, 
Family Defense Practice (Brooklyn, NY) 

Tehra Coles, Esq. 

Executive Director, Center for Family Representation (New 
York, NY) 

Dr. Karen Cort Director, NYC Family Court MH Clinic (New York, NY) 

Cathy Cramer, Esq. Chief Executive Officer, Family Legal Care (New York, NY) 

Arique Dross, Esq. 

Founder, Managing Attorney, The Dross Law Firm; 
Member of Manhattan Family Court 18B panel; Person 
with lived experience (New York, NY) 

Judy Gerber, Esq. 

Chief Attorney, Attorneys for Children Unit, Legal Aid 
Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. (Buffalo, NY) 

Jennifer Gilroy Ruiz, Esq. 

Chief, Family Court Division, NYC Law Department (New 
York, NY) 

Prof. Martin Guggenheim 

Professor of Clinical Law Emeritus, NYU Law School (New 
York, NY) 

Dr. Emily Haney-Caron  

Assistant Professor of Psychology, John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice (New York, NY) 

Dr. DaMia Harris-Madden, Ph.D., 
M.B.A. 

Commissioner, NYS Office of Children and Family Services 
(Albany, NY) 

A.M. Andrew Hevesi 

Assembly Member, NYS Assembly District 28; Chair, 
Assembly Committee on Children and Families (Queens, 
NY) 

Deonna Jones, Esq. 

Assistant Legal Counsel, Buffalo City School District; Person 
with lived experience (Buffalo, NY) 

Terry Lawson, Esq. Co-Executive Director, Co-Counsel NYC (New York, NY) 

Dorchen Leidholdt, Esq. 
Senior Director, Legal Center, Sanctuary for Families (New 
York, NY) 

Prof. Theo Liebmann 

Clinical Professor of Law and Executive Director of the 
Monroe H. Freedman Institute for the Study of Legal 
Ethics, Hofstra Law School (Hempstead, NY) 

Glenn Metsch-Ampel, Esq. Executive Director, Lawyers For Children (New York, NY) 

Kelli Owens 

Executive Director, New York State Office for the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence (Albany, NY) 

Joanne Sirotkin, Esq. 

Attorney-in-Charge, White Plains Office, Legal Services of 
the Hudson Valley (White Plains, NY) 



Alan Sputz, Esq. 

Deputy Commissioner, Family Court Legal Services, NYC 
Administration for Children’s Services (New York, NY) 

Eileen Stack 

Deputy Commissioner, Child Support Services, NYS Office 
of Temporary and Disability Assistance (Albany, NY) 

Judy Swierczewski 

Supervising Attorney, NYS Department of Education 
(Albany, NY) 

Jeanette Vega Brown 

Co-Executive Director, RISE; Person with lived experience 
(New York, NY) 

Nicole Velazquez 
Deputy Director, The Bronx Defenders, Family Defense 
Practice (Bronx, NY) 

Dr. Ingrid Walker-Descartes, M.D., 
M.P.H., M.B.A. 

Vice Chair of Education - Pediatrics, Maimonides Medical 
Center (Brooklyn, NY) 

Shomari Ward, Esq. Litigation Director, Youth Represent (New York, NY) 

Steven Weisbeck, Esq. 
Director, Juvenile Justice Division, The Legal Aid Society of 
Rochester, New York (Rochester, NY) 

 


